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IN THE DAY OF ADVERSITY CONSIDER. 
Eccl. vii. 14. 


Many are the ſayings of the Wiſe, 
In — te fi — bs rs, | 
Extolling Patience | 
But to th affiited in his pangs their ſound 
Little prevails ; or rather ſeems a tune 
Harſh, and of di —_— mood from his complaint, 
Unleſs he feel wit 
Some ſource of conſolation from above ; ; 
Secret refreſhings that repair his ſtrength, 
And fainting ſpirits uphold. MiLrox. 
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FRIENDLY VISIT, Ke. 


Yo UR Pen adlidion, my Dear 
Friend, demands ſomething more than the 
uſual forms of  condolence. — Sorrow, 
which, like yours, cannot be prevented, 
may yet be alleviated and improved. — This 
is what I aim at-in addreſſing you, and if 
I ſeem to intrude, let my motive be my 
apology. Having felt how much-better it is 
to go to the houſe of mourning than to the houſe .. 
of feaſting* ;—having received my beſt Le 
ſons, Companions, and even Cemforts, in it; 

I would adminifter from my little ſtock: of 
experience: and while I thus endeavour to 


a Eccl. vii. 2 
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aſſiſt your meditations, ſhall rejoice if 1 
may contribute, though but a mite, to 
your comfort. 


Were I, indeed, acquainted with the 
peculiar circumſtances of your loſs, I 
fhould employ particular conſiderations : 
but a paper like this can only have a 
general aim ; which is to acquaint the heart, 
at a favourable moment, with its grand 
concerns ;—to give it a ſerious impreſſion 
when ſoftened; and an heavenly direction 


when moved. Let us, therefore, fit down 


humbly together in this houſe of mourn- 
ing: —If the heart of the wiſe be found® here, 
your experience, I hope, will prove that 
here alſo it is formed :—and let us calmly 
contemplate ſome momentous Objects inti- 
mately connected with it, and viewed with 
peculiar advantage from it. 


Our GOD is the firſt of theſe objects ; 


with him we ſeldom form any cloſe ac- 


d Eccl. vii. 4. 
quaintance 


1 
quaintarice till we meet him in trouble.— 
He commands ſilenee now, that He may 
be heard; and removes intervening objects, 
that He may be ſeen. A Sovereign Dis- 
POSER appears, who, as Lord of all, hath 
only reſumed; what he lent; - whoſe will is 
the law of his creatures; and who expreſiy 
declares his will in- the preſent affliction. 
We ſhould ſeriouſly conſider that all 
allowed repugnance to the determinations 
of his government (however made known 
to us) is /in: and that every wiſni to alter 
the appointments of his wiſdom is fally.;— 
we know mot what WE, aſk, / When GOD diſ- 
covers himſelf in any matter, thoſe who 
know him, vill keep ſilenre befare him*. Shall 

he that contendeth with the Almighty inſtruct | 
hin #— How excellent was the reply; Be- 
* bold I am wile{—what ſhall 1 6 hos thee ? 1 
* will 9 my hand upon * mth; e 


This lent cuban * ving; dit. 
penſations, is variouſly exemplified as well 


© Hab, ii. 20. 4 Job xl. 2, 4. 
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as ineulcated in the ſcriptures. An awful 


inſtance of ſin and ſorrow occurs in the 
family of Aaron: his ſons diſregarded a 
divine appointment, and there went out fire 


from the Lord, and devoured them ; but Aaron 


held his peace. — Eli, in ſimilar circumſtan- 


. ces, filenced his heart with this fingle but 


ſufficient conſideration, « It is the Lori. 
David under a ſtroke which he declares 
conſumed him, obſerves, „ was dumb, I 
« opened not my mouth becauſe thou didſt its. 

And Job, when ſtript of every comfort, 
bleſſed the name of him who rot 'away, as 


well as gabeb. Whatever be the nature of 


dur calamity, may it be attended with 
ſuch an humble and childlike uu as theſe 


_—— 


1 


But he ET Pitpoſer is allo the 
Compaſſionate Fa THER.— Among other 
inſtances of his tenderneſs, you muſt have 
obſerved the peculiar ſupports he affords 
under peculiar trials. Let us mark, and 


* x. 2. 3. f 1 Sam. iii. 18, 8 Pf. xxxix. 9. b Job. i. 21, 
acknowledge, 
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acknowledge, the hand which mingles mer- 


cy with judgment, and alleviation with 
diſtreſs. — The parents I have juſt men- 
tioned loſt their children under circumſtan- 
ces far more diſtreſſing than ours; — The 
deſire of your eyes (if not the idol of your 
heart) was, perhaps, almoſt a ſtranger :— 
you ſtrove hard to . detain it, but He, 
who took the young children into his arms 
and bleſſed them, took yours; and, tak- 
ing it, ſeemed to ſay, what [ do thou knaweſt 
not now, but thou ſhalt know hereafter ;j— 
patiently ſuffer this little one to come unto me, 
for of ſuch is my kingdom“ compoſed :—P/erily 
I fay unto you that in | heaven their angels do 
always behold the. face of my Father", —** If 1 
take away your child, I take it to my- 
« ſelf—Is not this infinitely beyond any 
te thing you could do for it? Could you 
« ſay to it, if it had lived, thou ſhalt 
« weep no more, the days of thy mourning are 
t ended? Could you ſhew it any thing 
« in this world like the glory of God and 
+ John xiii. 5, * Matth. x. 14 Matth. xviii. 10, 
. m Iſa, xxx. 19. 
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12 1 
« of the Lambo? Could you raiſe it to any 
&« honour. here like receiving a crown of 
$c _” enn 1 elnnogq of Ming or 
The voice 5 a Father Fo mercies and a Gad 
of all comfort? ſpeaks. as diſtinctly in the 
death as in the birth;of an infant. A voice 
was heard in Ramab, - lamentation and bitter 
weeping ; Rachel, weeping | for | her children, 
refuſed to be comforted, becauſe they were not. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, refrain thy voice from 
© weeping and thine eyes from tears, for there 
is hope in thine. end, | ſaith the Lord, that 
thy children ſhall come again to their own bor= ' 
der a.— It is not the will f your heavenly 
« Father that one of theſe. hitle ones ſhould 
[4 periſh. 9 5 N 
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Is it a pious Friend that has juſt yielded 
up his breath? The ſame voice ſeems to 
ſay © turn from him, or rather turn from 
« his clay, —his' aden es himſelf 


„ Rev. Xxil. 293. James i 1 P 2 Cor. f L 4 
4 Jer, xv. 17, Matth. xvii, 14. 
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is taken from the evil to come: ei is entered 
© into peuce 


When the able Miniſter, the exemplary 
Parent, or the faithful Partner depart, a 
conſternation often ſeizes the circles which 
they blefled. We are ſo ſtunned by the 
ſudden blow, or occupied with the diſtreſ- 
ſing circumſtances, that we ſcarcely hear 
God ſaying © Fear not, I. even I, am he 
© that comferteth you: I your Father am 
yet alive; —I gave you your depart- 
ed friend, and every benefit conveyed 
through him :—truſt me for bleſſings yet 
in ſtore ;—truſt me with * and with 


6 yourſelves.' 


* 


LY 


Whatever notions one who lives with- 
out God in the world may form of dying, 
Me ſhould learn from his word to regard it 
merely as a Tranſlation, —a change in which 
nothing is loſt which is really valuable.— 
As ſurely as we believe that Feſus died and roſe 


» s Iſa, lvii. 15 2. Ia. Ii. 12. 
again, 


[ 10 | 
again, ſo ſurely do we believe that them al/> 
which ſleep in Feſus, will God bring with him“. 
— Taught of God, we ſhould view Loſſes, 
Sickneſs, Pain, and Death, but as the 
ſeveral trying ſtages by which a good man, 
like Joſeph, is conducted from a Tent to a 
Court. — Sin his diſorder ; — Chriſt his phyſi- 
cian ;—Pain his medicine the Bible his 
ſupport ;—the Grave his bed ;—and Death 
itſelf an Angel, expreſly ſent to releaſe the 
worn-out Labourer, or crown the faithtul 
Soldier. I heard a voice from heaven ſaying 
unto me, Write, bleſſed are the dead which die 
in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours ; 
and their works follow them”, 


But admitting the ſtate of your departed 
friend to he doubtful, yet in all caſes that 
are really ſo, let us cultivate honourable 
thoughts of God, as a FaiTHFUL CREA- 
TOR. Righteouſneſs is his throne though 
clouds ſurround it. Whatever he has left 


u 4 Theſſ. iv. 14. » Rev, xiv. 13. ö 
| obſcure 
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obſcure we may ſafely leave him to explain; 


Let us recollect that, amidſt innumera- 


ble obſcurities, he hath made things clear 
in proportion as they are important; and 
therefore repeatedly urges it upon our con- 
ſcience, that the door is ſtill open to us ;— 


that it is awful to ſtand before it unreſolved ; 


that we mult truſt him to-day ;—and that 
to-morrow he will equally remove our con- 
jectures and our complaints. 


Perhaps you are ready to reply / have 
heard many ſuch things: and I alſo could 
© ſpeak as you do, if your ſoul were in my ſoul's 
« flead" : but my heart, and my expecta- 
tions are ſo cruſhed by this blow, that I 
can hear nothing but thy bruiſe is mcurable, 
and thy wound 1 5 haſt no heal- 


ing medicines*. 


Beware, however, of falling into their 
fin who limited the Holy One of Iſrael”.— 
There is a charge continually brought 


Job xvi. 2, 4. * Jer, xxx. 12, 13. Y Pf, Ixxviii. 41. 
I againſt 


L 12 J 
againſt man, that in his troubles, the 
Source and the Reſource are equally for- 
gotten.— Though affliction cometh not forth of 
the duſt*, —yet none ſaith where is God my 
Maler, who giveth Songs in the Night* f— 
Endeavour then, in extremities, to recol- 
le& an All-ſufficient FRIEND—-a very pre- 
ſent HELP in trouble. —Hz at leaſt may 
add (as he does in the paſſage juſt alluded 

to) © I will reſtore health unto thee, and I will 
heal thee of thy wounds ſaith the Lord.'—Can- 
not the voice which rebuked a tempeſtuous 
ſea calm our troubled ſpirits? Is his hand 
ſhortened at all, that he cannot leſs our 
latter end like Job's, more than the beginning® ? 
Is it not the Lord that maketh poor, and 
maketh rich ; that brmgeth lu and lifteth upæ? 
—Many, whoſe hearts have been deſolate 
like yours, while they have looked around, 


75418 have at length loated upward unto Him and 
ER been Iightened * . — A fingle promiſe has 
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afforded them not only relief, but ſtrong 
conſolation, : 

Let us, therefore, my Dear Friend, turn 
again to this ſtrong hold as priſoners of hope: 
even to day can He render double to us*: 
Let us look to Abraham's GoD, and his 
encouragement is ours; Fear not, I am 
Gop ALI MIGHTY -g. d. I am all-ſuffi 
* cient in all caſes :—-I am enough ;—and 
able to do exceeding aburidantly above all that 
« you aſk or thinks. I have taken away thy 
* gourd, but doſt thou well to be angry ?— 
have I left nothing for thankfulneſs?— 
this world, however, cannot be your 
hame, nor its objects your conſolation, nor 
its wiſdom your guide, They are all too 
poor for the ſoul of man Loot unto Me 
and be ſaved :;—acquaint thyſelf with Me and 
© be at peace* :—follow Me and you ſhall nat 
* walk in darkneſs, but have the light of life*,— 
© However dark and diſtreſſing the preſent 


- A Lo - - 


f Gen. xvii. 1. E Eph. iii. 20. 
i Job xxii. 21. „ John viii. 12. 


B ſtate 


Zech. ix, 12. 
h Iſa. xlv. 22. 
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*ftate of things may appear, commit thy 
© fatherleſs children to my care, I will preſerve 
© them alive ; and let the widows truſt in mel. 
Still the beloved object is gone, and 
your heart follows it.—You can ſcarcely 
receive counfel from infinite wiſdom, or 
comfort from omnipotence. To every 
freſh encouragement you are ready to reply 
* wilt thou ſhew wonders to the dead ?—ſhall the 
© dead ariſe and praiſe thee *—ſhall thy loving 
© kindneſs be declared in the grave? or thy 
« faithfulneſs in deflruftion® #'—His word 


repeatedly aſſures you they ſhall ; and that 


all that are in the graves ſhall hear his voice; 
but it informs you alſo, that He can do 
abundantly more for the living than merely 
reſtore their dead friends, or revive their 
fainting ſpirits ;—that- He can ſanctify the 
ſeparation, give a divine life to the ſurvi- 


vor, though dead in treſpaſſes and ſinse, and 


inſeparably unite both in his kingdom.— 


1 Jer. xlix. 11, w Pf, Ixxxviii. 10, 11. * John v. 28. 
- © Eph, 11. 1. s 
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If the Comforter could make up for the 


loſs of Chri/?'s bodily preſence ; yea, make 
it even expedient that HE ſhould go away?® ; 
how much more can he ſupply the place of 
every creature ? | 


May this ComFoRTER, writing his word 
in your mind, help you to ſay with a confi- 
dence highly honourable to himſelf and his 
Goſpel, my poor periſhing gourd is, in- 
deed, withered a day before I expected it; 
* —my broken reed is gone ;—but God is 
© left,—a father to the fatherleſs, an huſband 
to the vuidotu a, and now, Lord, what wait 
© I for? truly my hope is in thee. —Thou 
« canſt give me, in thine houſe, a place and a 
name better than of ſons. and of daughters, 
© even an everlaſting name which ſhall not be 
* cut f ;—and, therefore, though the fig 
© tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in 
the vine, yet I wlll rejoice in the Lok, 1 
will joy in the GOD OF MY SALVATION,” 


Wu 


7 John xvi. 7. © Pf. viii. 3. P.. xxxix. 7. 
* Ila. lvi. 5. Hab. iii. 17, 18. 
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Once more; let us endeavour, at ſuch 
feaſons as theſe, to recognize a gracious 
MoniToR.—He that can fill every void, 
here illuminates the darkeſt Whenever 
the Lord ſtrikes, he ſpeaks, —Let us liſten at 
ſuch a time as this with humble attention, 
yet with holy confidence, for it is the voice 
of a Friend. —a wonderful Counſellor. —Let 
us with the Prophet reſolve to aſcend the 
tower of obſervation, and ſee what He will 


ſay unto us, and what we ſhall anſwer when we 


are reproved.—If with him we thus watch 


our diſpenſation, at the end, like Sy it Kar 
_ | 


% 
oy 


God is continually raiſing up witneſſes, 


and ſending them in his name to ſound the 
alarm in Zim" He charges them to admo- 
niſh the wiſe, as well as the fooliſh. Virgin, 
to beware of ſlumbering, fince the bride- 


groom is at hand: and when one is called 


away, to cry to thoſe that remain, be ye 
© alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye think not 
„Hab. ii. 1,3 Joel ii. 2. 12 

es « the 
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£ the Sm of man cometh.” Some indeed 
like the ſons of Lot, deſperately ſcorn the 
admonition, and treat it as the fear of 
dotage*.—Some, like. thoſe in the Acts, 
are in doubt, ſaying one to another, what mean- 
© eth this? —and others mocking reply theſe 
* men are full of new,wine*.'—But I RUTH, 
like a Rock furiouſly aflaulted but unſha- 
ken, remains to ſcorn its ſcorners : and, 
while the witneſſes continue to bear a faith- 
ful and conſiſtent teſtimony, God, ſooner 
or later, appears. in. vindication -of their 
integrity and his own word. Entering a 
careleſs family, he ſmites the firſt born; 
and, as one that wi be heard, calls aloud 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt ;—ariſe from the _ 
© and Chriſt ah give thee light? 4 

ae is it not, my „ Aficed. Friend, an 
infinite merey, if, by any means, God will 
enter with ſuch a light, — that he will rouſe 
ſuch a ſleeper? that, by . Death, 
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| he will arreſt the attention of him who has 


ſlighted every other miniſter ?—What pa- 


tience! what long ſuffering! to take ſuch 


an one apart ;—bring him from noiſe and 
occupation into the ſecret and ſilent cham- 
ber ; ſpeak to his heart ; and ſeal the moſt 


important truths on it, by the moſt affect- 


ing impreſſions?— Is it not ſaying © Haw 
« ſhall I give thee up Ephraim? how ſhall I 
£ make thee as Admah* © Certain it is, that 
queſtions, which before only reached the 
ear, often now, like barbed arrows, re- 
main fixed in the confcience—econſcience, 


no longer ſtifled or amuſed, diſcovers the. 


CONTENDER, and trembling before him, 
cries * Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was 
* chaſtiſed as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke, 
turn thou me and I ſhall be turned, for thou 
* art the Lord my God. 


This, I fay, is often the caſe, and ſhould 
it be realized in yours, as it has been in 


that of your preſent Viſitor, and many 


* Hoſea xi, 8. d Jer, xxxi. 18. 
others; 


[ 19 ] 
others ;—if, | inſtead of flying. for relief to 


every object but God, you are brought 


humbly to his feet with patient ſubmiſſion, 
ſerious enquiry, fervent prayer, holy reſo- 
lution, and firm reliance :—if, in a word, 
by the ſevereſt ſtroke, the enchantment is 
alſo broken, —your ſoul ſcaped as a bird out of 
the ſnare of the fowler*, and returned to its 
proper REST ; what reaſon will you have 
to ſay 


Thoſe we call wretched are a choſen band — 
Amid my Liſt of Bleſſings infinite, ; 
Stand this the foremoſt, —* 7. hat my heart has bled.” — 
For Al I bleſs Thee ;—Moſt, for the ſevere ; 
Her death, —my own at hand—— _ 


But death at hand (as an old writer 
expreſſes it,) ſhould be death in view, and 
lead us to conſider next 


Ou PROSPECTS from this Houſe of 


Sorrow, as the inhabitants of a preſent and 


© Pf, cxxiv. 7, 


future 


future world. —Many ſuppoſe that they can 


E- 20 | 


beſt contemplate the preſent world, by 
crowding the houſe of mirth*; their whole 
deportment, however, ſhews that it makes 
them much too giddy for ſerious obſerva- 
tion :—having eyes they ſee nat. Look at the 
deceaſed, and contemplate preſent things, 
His days an hand breadth ;—his beauty con- 
ſumed like the math-freiten garment ;—his 
cares and pleaſures a dream ;—his attain- 
ments as the graſs, 'which flouriſheth in 
the -morning, and in the evening is cut 
down and withereth ;—his years a rale 
his ſtrength, labour and ſorrow, So ſoon is 
the whole cut off and fied, that we cannot 
help repeating with the Pſalmiſt, Verily— 
every man—at his beſt eſtate—is altogether — 
VANIT y, or a vapour that appeareth for a 
little while and then vaniſheth away®. 


Few, perhaps, reflect, when they fol- 
low a friend to his grave, that life itſelf 


4 Eccl. vii. 4- Mark viii. 18. f Pf, xxxix. and xc. 


s James iv. 14. i "3 
8 exhibits 
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don, where friend follows friend, weeping 
co. day and wept for to-morrow. While 
3 we are talking of one, another paſſes—we 
3 are alarmed, but behold a third! There 
A is, however, relief in this very reflection; 
9 amy friend is gone, but am I weeping as 
X © if I were to fay?—Is he ſent for in the 
XZ © morning ? in the afternom I ſhall certainly 
© be called, if I ſtay till then.“ Inconſo- 


lable diſtreſs, therefore, may ungird our 


loins, may waſte our hours, and cauſe us 
4 to make fatal miſtakes in the journey, but 
'N does not bring us forward a ſingle ſtep 
3 towards meeting our Friends in that ſtate, 
% where preſent joys and ſorrows will be 
recollected only as the dream of a diſtem- 
pered night, 


If, after many former admonitions, an 
Enemy {till urged us to climb ; and, as 
9 vue aſcended, pointed to the kingdoms of the 
3 5 N world and the glory of them* if our hearts 
= k Matth, iv, 8. 3 

have 
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echibits little more than a funeral proceſ- 
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have been the dupes of the vaniſhing proſ- 
pect, and our ears eagerly heard the propo- 
fal © all theſe things will I give thee:; let us 
now hear the voice of a Friend, calling us, 
though in an unexpected way, to commune 
with our heart and be ftill* ;—to know, at 
leaft in this our day of viſitation, the things 
which belong to our peace" ; and alſo what 
thoſe things are which hide them from our 
eyes.—It is at ſuch ſeaſons as theſe that we 
more clearly detect the lies of life, —It is. 
in the Houſe of Mourning that, what the 
ſcripture calls, lying vanities,' lie peculi- 
arly naked and expoſed. Let us here 
examine what ſo lately dazzled us. What 
now is the purple and fine linen that caught 
our eye? What is it to fare ſumptuouſly 
only for a day?—Who is he that cries 
© Soul thou haſt much goods laid up for many 
* years, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be 
* merry” ? .I truſt you now feel the deep 
miſery and utter ruin of that dying crea- 


; Match. iv. 9 Pl. iy, 4- ! Luke xix. 42. 
m Luke xvi. 19. * Luke xii. 19. 
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ture, who can ſay nothing better to his 

coul than this.—You can ſcarcely help ery- 
3 7 ing out, What ſottiſhneſs, what madneſs 
3 F + this, in a moment ſo intereſting as Life! 


* —with a poi ſo awful as a * 


The truth is, God ſpeaks . and 


inceſſantly to man reſpecting his proſpects 
¶ boch prefent and future; but preſent things 
IF ſeize his heart, blind his eyes, ſtupify his 
FX conſcience, and carry him away captive. 
Now “ affliction is God ſpeaking louder,” 


and ſtriving with the heart of man ;—cry- 


ing, as he has lately in your houſe, * Ariſe | 
and depart, this is not your reſt ; it is polluted,, 


© and, if you perſiſt in attempting to make 


aa reſt of it, will deftroy you with a ſore 
dieſtructionꝰ. 


Our plan, indeed, is the very reverſe of 
his: —we love our native ſoil, and try to 
© firike our roots deeper and deeper into it : 


1 firmly fixed in earth, we would fain 


o Micah ii. 10. 


draw 


: * 


1 


draw our whole life, ſtrength, and nou- 


riſhment, from it. And here we ſhould 
not only: fade as a leaf?,” but, with every 
tree that beareth not good fruit, be hewn down 


| and caſt into the fire%, did not mercy inter- 
poſe. We ſeldom, however, diſcern mercy 


in its finſt approach. Is it mercy that tears 
me up by the roots ?—that cuts the fibres 
of ſweeteſt union ?—does it prune away the 
fineſt branches? nip the lovelieſt buds ? 


and cover the earth with bloſſoms ?—Yes 


verily,—ſince the very life of the whole 
often depends upon the removal of a part, 


- Mercy will wound to heal :—regard to the 
tree will ſtrip off its moſt flouriſhing ſuck- 
- ers:—the great Huſbandman will not fail 


to adopt the ſharpeſt means for the im- 
provement of his choiceſt plants : for every 


branch that beareth fruit he purgeth it, that it 
may bring forth more fruit".—Though the Lord 


cauſe grief, yet it is in compaſſion, and accord- 
ing to the multitude of his mercies, for he doth 
not affift willingly, nor grieve the children of 


 Ifa, Ixiv, 6, 2 Matth. ii. 26, = John xv. 2. 
men; 
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men*; but ſoon or late inſtructs all his 
children to fay © 1 know, O Lord, that thy 
« judgments are right ; and that thou in faith- 


| « fulneſs haſt afflicted met. 


| Let not, therefore, the change of the 
preſent ſcene-diſcompoſe but direct us: —it 
ö changes, in order to preſent the only un- 
changeable one. By thus rending the veils 
which men try to throw over a dying ſtate, 
c and diſcovering TEKEL® written on every 
creature, the moſt careleſs are often ſo 
| rouſed, that they ſeem to awake and reco- 
ver themſelves :—they appear, for a time 
at leaſt, to become wiſe, to underſtand theſe 
things, and ſeriouſly to conſider their latter 
end”, May this ſalutary impreſſion, how- 
ever, my Dear Friend, never be worn 
from your mind, but lead you habitually to 
look from this fading, to that abiding proſ- 
pet which is to be found only in the 
ETERNAL Wok, and on which it may 


Lam. iii. 92, 33. e Pf. crix. 75. 
1. e. wanting, Dan. v. 27. » Deut. xxxil. 29. 
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be neceſſary here to drop a reflection or 
two, | 


T think you muſt often have remarked 
that the urgency and buſtle of preſent 
things, not only inceſſantly cloud our future 
proſpects, but early beget a falſe principle 
that the preſent life is the only one.—You 
muſt alſo have obſerved that ten thouſand 
falſe maxims, which daily fly through the 
world, take their riſe from this prime falſe- 
hood. —W hereas, in fact, the preſent life, 
inſtead of being the whole, is comparatively 
nothing :—a Stage, a Porch, a Dream, a 
weary day's Journey. What is this drop to 
the Ocean before us ?—W hat this moment 
to Eternity? As a Theatre, indeed, in 
which God exhibits the wonders of his 
providence and grace: —or as a Stage, on 
which we are to a& our parts without any 
opportunity of repetition; the preſent ſtate 
is infinitely grand and important: but ſurely 
no greater impoſition can be put upon the 
Pilgrim than to perſuade him that he is at 

8 Home: 
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Heme; or to make him forget and drown 


his eternal intereſts in ſuch a viſion of the 
night as Life. 


Do you not, my Dear Friend, ſenſibly 
perceive this While you fit here, does 
not the cloud break? and the miſt ſubſide? 
Have you not already fo realized à beter, 
that is an heavenly country, as to admire him 
- who pitched only a tent here*, but ſtedfaſt- 
ly looked for a city that hath foundations Y,— 
Are you not ready to take hold of the ſtirt of 
this Few, ſaying Me will go with you, for we 
© have heard that God is with yu, 


Seeing this, you only ſee truths ever ex- 
hibited in the ſcriptures, and living princi- 
ples in all who are taught of God“; for he 
alone can enable us to uſe his own diſco- 
veries ; and how gracious is he, when he 
removes any object which might prevent our 
thus ſeeing Himſelf, his kingdom, and his 


» Heb. xi. 16. x Heb. xi. 9. y Heb. zi. 10. 
.® Zec. viii. 23. John vi. 45- 
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righteouſneſs ? — or whoſe removal may 
prove the occaſion of our ſeeking them ? 


Juſt before the flood, there were, doubt- 
teſs, among their men of renown®, admired 
projectors ; but there appears to have been 
but one 7ruly wiſe man among them :—one 
who ſaw and ſeriouſly regarded his Prof. 
peas. And he, being warned of God of things 
not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an Ark 
to the ſaving of his hauſe*. Now ſuch a man 
is the Chriſtian. He feels the world paſſmg 
away, with the luſis theresf, but that he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever*.—I feel, 
ſays he, © that however finely they dreſs the 


pageant of this world, it paſſerh by*; to a 


* creature like me, going, haſtening, ſuch an 
Are is worth more than ten thouſand dying 
worlds. — Let the Gay. laugh ;—let the 
Deſpiſers wonder. and perifh* ;—with ſuch 
Proſpects before me, I muſt be ſerious, 
He that cannot lie has revealed the errors 


* 


* * 
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Gen. vi. 4. e Heb. xi. 7. d 1 John ii. 17. 
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cas well as the glories of a future ſtate :— 
© he ſpeaks of a worm that dieth not, and a 
« fire that is not quenched®, as well as of a 
« fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for evermore",—I 
* mult not, I dare not, ſhut my eyes againſt 
© theſe awful realities, —I will not ſacrifice 
my ſoul to a jeſt, nor miſs the ſingle 
© opportunity afforded me for its ſalvation. 
Ae that calls for. my whole heart is 
© worthy of it; while the things which 
have hitherto engroſſed it, though they 
cannot ſatisfy, I find they can ruin it.— I 
« will, therefore, ariſe and go to my Father“, 
« —to my Saviour, who has promiſed to 
© caſt out none that come unto Him*.—Yea, 
* doubtleſs, I count all things but leſs that I 
may be. found in him', the true ARK, the 
© only REFUGE, which God has provided 
for periſhing ſinners.” | 


Such a man, indeed, is the Chriſtian, but 
the Chriſtian, after all, is but a Man.—In 


* Mark ix. 44. * PI. xvi. 11. Luke xv. 18. 
* John vi. 37. I Phil. iii. 8, g. 
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a ſtate like this, he needs to be continually 
reminded of his own principles. Even the 
wiſe Virgin ſlumbers though the Bridegroom 
is at hand. But a cry is often made in the 
family, before that which will at midnight 
awaken the world :—one like that in the 
houſe of Pharoah for his firſt born ; or that 
fo lately heard in yours. —A cry, which, 


while it rouſes the Sleeper, fills his eyes 


with tears and his heart with pangs, often 
produces ſuch views of God, of the preſent, 
and of the eternal ſtate, as all other moni- 


tors would have attempted in vain. 


Here then, my afflicted, but, J hope, 
inſtructed, Friend, let us ſtudy the hea- 
venly ſcience of gaining by lee, and rifing 
by depreſſions —Leaving the wilderneſs, like 
Moſes, let us aſcend the mount of ſcriptural 
diſcovery, and ſurvey a proſpe& of which 
his was but a ſhadow. Let us look from 
viciflitude and deſolation to what alone is 
cerruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not away® ; 


m 1 Pet. i. 4. a 
| Ani 5 
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and, in the houſe of affliction and death, 
let us. contemplate a Houſe net made with 
hands eternal in the heavensn. How refreſh- 
ing to look from a family bereft of its com- 
panions and comforts to Mount Zion, the city 
of the living Gad, the heavenly Feruſalem 10 
an innumerable company of angels; and to the 
generol aſſembly and church of the firſt born 
which are written in heaven? ! the only 
family which cannot be divided ;—the only 
friendſhip which ſhall not . our 
warmeſt e 


Glorious as this proſpect is (perhaps you 
are ready to reply) I have been long in 
the habit of viewing it very indiſtinctly. 
My attention has been ſo fixed on one 
© below, that I live looking rather into the 
Grave than beymd it, My ſpirits are ſo 
broken, my heart ſo wounded, and my 
eyes ſo dim with watching and weeping, 
that I can hardly read what is before me. 
—Beſides which, certain fears ariſe ; and 


» 2 Cor. v. 1. „ Heb. xii. 22, 23. 


though 
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though indeed, I feel ſeverely what you 
«© ſay concerning the preſent life, I view the 
© glories of the future like a ſtarving erea- 
© ture, who, looking through the gate of 
the wealthy, ſurveys a plenty which but 
< increaſes his anguiſn.“ There is, how- 
ever, this difference at leaſt between your 
caſes ; the plenty which you ſee is yours, if 
you are really willing to accept it.—You 
never received a gift which was ſo freely 
beſtowed, or ſo ſuited to your neceſlity, as 
that gift of God which is eternal life through 
Feſus Chriſt?.—In order to view this more 
diſtinctly, let us conſider, in the very ſeat 
of our Loſs, the ſufficiency of 


Our PROVISIONS in this reſpect.— 
For Wiſdom hath built her houſe, ſbe hath killed 
ber beaſts, ſhe hath mingled her wine, and fur- 
niſbed her table.—She alſo crieth upon the higheſt 
places of the city, whoſo is ſimple let him turn 
* in hither, and to him that wanteth under- 


7 Rom. vi. 236 


fianding 
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landing ſhe ſaith, * come eat of my bread, and 


© drink of the wine which I have mingled ;— 
« forſake the fooliſh and livea. Man, indeed, 
is daily reminded by the "Thorns at his feet, 
by the Sweat of his brow, and by the Duſt 
to which he is returning, that his paradiſe 
is Vi: but Paradiſe regained is conſidered 
rather as an Idea a ſubject for Poetry. 
That book, however, which I hope you 
have choſen as your beſt companion in the 
houſe of mourning, like the viſion of Jacab, 
not only ſhews the heavens opened, but 
diſcovers a gracious Medium of communi- 
cation and intercourſe, as it were a ladder 
let down from heaven to earth*.—A medium fo 
ſuited to the ſtate of man, that the weakeſt 
and vileſt, who is humble enough to take 
hold of it as God's ordinance ;—advance a 
ſtep at a time ;—and call for ſtrength to 
proceed ; may climb by it from Earth to 
Heaven®. 


q Prov. took Gen. iii. 18, 19. 
+ Gen, xxviii. 12. * Compare Gen. xxviii. with John i. 31. 
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Are you, my Dear Friend, among the 
number of thoſe, who ſtand before God not 
only as ſtript of their comforts but humbled 
for their ins? Open your book at the 61ſt 
chapter of Iſaiah.—You will there perceive 
the moſt precious privilege of paradiſe re- 
ſtored : the Creator deſcending to the con- 
dition and wants of his creature, and once 
more holding communion with him. — The 
broken-hearted, the captive, and the mourner, 
are here ſhewn one mighty to ſave and to 
relieve : and, that they ſhould not miſtake 
their friend, when our Lord ſtood up in the 
fynagogue to read, he ſelected this paſſage, 
and, having read it, he cloſed the book 
with ſaying * this day is this ſcripture fulfilled 
© in your ears*,'—* J am, as if he had ſaid, 
this Deliverer and Deſire of nations* ; the 
« ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever * :—bleſſed 
are they that mourn ; for they ſhall be comfort- 
© ed:*—bleſſed are ye that hunger now ; for ye 


t Luke iv. 21. « Hag. ii. 7. Y Heb, xiii. 8. 


w Matt, v. 4. 
c ſhall 


A. 


© 


« ſhall be filled: —bleſſed are ye that weep now ; 
fer ye ſhall laugh. 


I ſcarcely need obſerve that, in an addreſs 
like this, (a bow drawn at a venture) for- 
mal ſtatements of the different topics would 
be improper ; and, therefore, I ſhall not 
attempt to deſcribe, in their order, the va- 
rious proviſions comprehended in that 
ſcheme of redemption, uſually termed the 
goſpel. It may be neceſſary, however, to 
remark, that the whole is a propoſal to the 
braken heart, anſwering all its objections, 


and meeting all its wants: and that ſuch a 


propoſal will be cordially received only in 
proportion as this diſpoſition prevails. —As 


it is the Sick who beſt knowshow to value 


a phyſician, the Debtor a ſurety, and the 
Criminal a pardon; ſo it is the awakened 
conſcience alone which will embrace a con- 
ſtitution calculated to humble the pride, 
and mortify the corruptions, as well as re- 
lieve the wants, of man. If without ſhedding 
of blood there can be no remiſſion”, he, who is 


x Luke Vi. 21. 


earneſt 
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earneſt to obtain it, will rejoice to find it 


though on the accurſed tree: and, however 
the preaching of this croſs ſhall be eſteemed 


feelifhneſs among them that periſh * , ſuch an one 
will not only rejoice in the proviſion, but 
magnify the means. God forbid that I 
« ſhould glory ſave in the craſs of our Lord Feſus 
© Chriſt, by whom the world is crucified unte 
© me, and I unto the world*.” © | 


Our Lord repreſents the bleſſings of his 
kingdom under the parable of a magnificent 
feaſt, which a King made for the marriage of 
his Sen ; but when all things were ready, and 
invitations repeatedly ſent, he points out 
the ruin of the world in its indiſpoſition to 
accept his gracious propoſal. — They made 
light of it, and went their ways /—However 
different their purſuits, they all agreed to 
reje& the invitation; they began with one 
conſent to make excuſe :—ſome urged rea- 
ſons, and ſome abuſed the meſſengers ;— 
but what is this more than the hiſtory of 
human nature in every age“? 


y Heb. ix. 22. 2 1 Cor. i. 18. a Gal. vi. 14. 
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Let us, however, my Dear Friend, ne- 
ver forget that the gate lately mentioned , 
though ſtrait, is en; and that only un- 
belief and indiſpoſition ſtand, without. — All 
things are ready; may his gracious influ- 
ence, accompanying this humbling provi- 
dence, form in you Aa ſpiritual taſte for 
them Certain I am that, whenever this 
is attained, his name will be as ointment poured 


farth® ;—it will give a ſavour even to obſo- 


lete poetry. 


Chriſt is a path, —if any be miſled; 

He is a robe, —if any naked be; 

If any chance to hunger—he is bread ; 

If any be a bondman,—he is free ; 

If any be but weak,—how ſtrong is he! 

To dead men life he is ;—to ſick men health; 

To blind men fight ; and to the needy wealth; 
A pleaſure without loſs ; a treaſure without ſtealth. 


To prepare the heart for the reception of 
this treaſure, as a God of order, he is 
pleaſed to uſe a ſyſtem of means; one of 

* Page 29, © Canticles i. g. 
D which 


which I hope he is now employing for your 
ſoul's health.—T love to indulge hope, for 
affliction is a ſeed time; and let me freely 
enquire, fince God has called you aſide, 
has ſpoken ſo emphatically, and you have 
had leiſure for ſerious meditation, do not 
the proviſions of the goſpel appear new, 
ſufficient, and exactly ſuited to your caſe ? 
Do you not mark that Gold which the 
thief cannot ſteal? that Foundation which 
no tempeſt can ſhake? and that Peace 
which the world can neither give nor take 
away ?—Does not the religion of Ixsus, 
that is ſo forgotten and degraded among 
men, ſtand forward now as the ane thing 
needful - does not his friendſhip appear 
now to be that better part which ſhall not be | 
taken away* 9 and which alone can help in 
extremities? In the wreck of human affairs, 
indeed, it is that God often makes his 
truth appear ; and cauſes the goſpel (like 
a plank thrown out to the periſhing mari- 
ner) to be properly known and prized. 
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In health and eaſe, ingenious ſpeculations 
may amuſe and fatisfy us; but I conceive 
you now feel with me, that when he takes 
away the deſire of our eyes with a ftrake®, our 
ſorrows are too deep to be alleviated by the 
mere Orator or Philoſopher; we even turn 
in diſguſt from him who would thus trifle 
with our eaſe; e need a ſupport the world 


cannot afford.“ I faint, ſays the wounded 


© ſoul ;; I want an almighty arm to lean on 
© now; yea a very tender and compaſſionate 
© one too ;—one like that of the Son of 
© Man.—lI need a merciful and faithful High 


Prieſt, who, having been tempted, knaws haw 


© to ſuccour the tempted * ;—that Man of ſor- 
* rows, that Brother born for adverſity, who, 
being acquainted with grief, can enter into 
my caſe, and commune with me in all 
© the peculiarities of my diſtreſs. —I now 
* need one, who can quiet me on his own 
* breaſt, and ſpeak to me with his «wn voice, 
* weep not, the child is nat dead but fleepeth*.— 
* Weep not, thou affiifted, toſſed with tempeſt, — 


© Ezek. xxiv. 16, f Heb. ii. 17, 18. 8 Luke viii. 52. 
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* when thou paſſeſt through the waters I will be 
* with thee*. —It is true, this is the land of 
death, but I am the reſurrection and the life: 
« —this is, indeed, a dry and thirſiy land 
© where no water is*; but I will lead you to 
« fountains of Irving waters :—l will wipe away 
© all tears from your eyes. 


You are ready, perhaps, to ſay * O that 
I knew where I might find him; but 
religion has been with me rather a caſe of 


« 


© neceſſity than the high privilege of com- 
© muning with ſuch a comforter. — My 


© heart is alienated, wandering, and ſome- 
times rebellious. My mind is too uncol- 
lected even to attend to your preſent ſhort 
addreſs. —I have been often abſent ſince 
© you began.,—I feel the miſery of living at 
© ſuch a diſtance from my heavenly friend, 
© (eſpecially at this time,) but want liberty 
© to approach nearer:—Could I indeed re- 
© poſe on the boſom you juſt mentioned 


0 


Þ Ifa, xliii, 2. John xi. 25. k Pf, Ixiti, 1. 
| Rev. vii. 17. 


© but 
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but alas! while I ſee ſomething of the 
« freeneſs and fulneſs of thoſe propoſals 
© made to the guilty and to the wretched, 
« | tremble to venture ;—I have no ſtrength 
« to pray; — Death itſelf reminds me of 
tranſgreſſion; — My thoughts fly every 
where but to God. | 


Lay 


We readily acknowledge that among 
other views of death it ſhould be regarded 
as the wages of fin®,—lIt is alſo natural for 
convinced finners to tremble before a Judge 
who charges even angels with folly, How- 
ever Pride may boaſt, or Ignorance pre- 
ſume, he who meaſures by the ſtandard of 
a law which is ſo ſpiritual as to regard 
a corrupt defire, will conclude with the 
apoſtle, that, every mouth muſt be ſtopped, and 
all the world become guilty before God".—A 
view of the divine character and of his 
own, led not only a Publican to ſmite upon 
his breaſt as the ſeat of apoſtacy and pollu- 
tion, and cry, Gad be merciful to me a 


m Rom. vi. 23. » Rom. iii. 19. 


D 3 ſinner, 
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* /inner*,” but ſo perfect and upright a man 


as Job to abhor himſelf, and repent in duft 


and aſhes? :I may add that, as we become 


proficients in their ſchool, we ſhall be more 
ready to confeſs than to complain; — we 
ſhall learn to juſtify God in any inſtance of 
his righteous diſpleaſure ; and humbly own, 


that he has laid upon us far leſs than our 


iniquities deſerye ! 


But while the Chriſtian, as a penitent, 
looks upon him whom he has pierced and 
mourns ; as a believer, he looks at him who 
was wounded for tranſgreſſion and hopes. — 
He finds it as deſperate to doubt the remedy, - 
as to deny the diſorder.— Having formerly 


ruſhed headlong with the preſumptuous, he 


now fears periſning with the fearful and 


unbelieuing . He ſees an atonement of God's 


own providing ; he pleads upon God's own 
authority the merit of that blood which 


cleanſeth from all ſm* ; and by thus receiving 


* Luke xviii. 13. ; Job xlii. 6. 2 Pf, ciu. 10. 


Rev. xxi. 8. 
the 
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the record which God gives of his Says he Js his 
ſeal to it that God is true. 


Is this, my Din Friend, in any degree 
your caſe? — Fearful, wandering, and 
wounded as your heart is, does it yet diſ- 
cover a reſting place ?—Inſtead of wiſhing 
to evade the charge of manifold fins and 
« wickedneſs committed by thought, word, 
« and deed againſt the Divine Majeſty; 
« provoking moſt juſtly his wrath and 
« indignation againſt you, do you ear- 
« neſtly repent Is the remembrance of 
them grievous, and the burden of them 


. © intolerable f?“ Do you ſincerely deſire 


to be freed from this burden, and to enter 
into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God ?—that heavenly communion and 
reſt which has been mentioned ?—ZBeheld the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the ſin of the 
world* ! — Behold him exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour to give repentance and forgive- 
neſs of ſins Come to him as a finner, 


= John * . John iii. 33. v John 1. 29. 
| and 


[44 ] 
and touch, with humble confidence, but 
the hem of his garment and you ſhall be made 
whole" ;— Wait upon him and you ſhall 
obtain both ſtrength and liberty ; for if the 
Son make you free, you ſhall be free indeed“. 


Proviſion made for fallen nature, cor- 
reſponding to its various wants, is at once 
a character and an evidence of our Reli- 
gion. It is a glorious peculiarity of it, 


that its promiſes correſpond with its precepts, 


To uſe the language which beſt conveys its 
meaning, The kingdom of God is not in WORD 
only but alſo in POWER ?.—He who enlight- 


ens the blind eyes, undertakes to frengthen 


the weak hands, and to confirm the feeble knees*, 
Ahe Spirit of wiſdom and underſtanding 
is ſent to be alſo a Spirit of might, of grace, 
and of ſupplication*.—It is peculiar to our 
Teacher that he enables as well as inſtructs 
his diſciples: he firſt preſents a proſpect of 
the inheritance, then a /itle to it through 
v AQs v. 31. Matt. ix. 21. * John viii. 36. 


1 Cor. iv. 20. Iſa. xxxv. 3.6. Compare 
Zec. Xu; 10, with Eph, i. 19. 
his 


nis 
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his death, and together with theſe, affords 
frrength to riſe and purſue it. Turn to the 
36th chapter of Ezekiel and you will find 
your caſe amply provided for*, but recollect 
that it is added, [ will yet for this be enquired 
6 of, to dy it for them*®.” - 


Is any, therefore, afflifted, let him pray, 
not only in the public ſanctuary, or in the 
retired cloſet, but let him conſider that 
there is a new and living way, conſecrated 
through the vail* of a Redeemer's human 
nature, from every ſcene of retirement or 
action to a Mercy SEAT; where he ſatis- 
fies the longing foul, and fills the hungry ſoul 
with goodneſs ; eſpecially ſuch as fit in darkneſs 
and the ſhadrw of Death*, Our very miſery 
and infirmity ſhould, in defect of other 
preachers, point out the ſeat of our relief; 
and direct ſuch frail and depraved crea- 
tures to the common Friend of the weary- 
and heavy laden. Pouring into his boſom 


> Ezck, xxxvi. 25—27. © Ezek, xxxvi. 97. 4 James v. 13. 
'* Heb, z. 20, P. cvii. 9, 10. 


all 


T1 

all our complaints, we at once obey, his 
command, honour his character, and ob- 

tain his aſſiſtance : for we have not an high 

prieſt who cannot be touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as 

we are, yet without fin. Lei us, therefore, come 
boldly unto the Thrane of Grace that we may 

ebtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
needs, Is it not a time of need with you? 

endeavour, at his command, to approach 

with an holy confidence for the ſupply of all 
your need according to his riches in glory” ; and, 

at this time particularly, for the illumina- 
tion and comfort of his holy Spirit. He 
whom you ſupplicate not only invites, but 
reaſons with you. If ye, being evil, know 
* how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
* much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the 
* holy Spirit to them that aſt him g 


The religion of education and cuſtom 
obtains, more or. leſs, every where; but 


ſerious, vital, ſpiritual, religion is a caſe of 


s Heb. iv. 15, 16. Þ Phil. iv. 19. Luke xi. 1. 
neceſſily, 


"ET WJ 
neceſſity with us all. We ſummon our for- 
ces, we ranſack our ſtores, we ſpend our 
money for that which is not bread, and our labour 
for that which ſatisfieth not we look every 
way, and call to every thing, till each in 
return loudly replies I is nat in nel. — 
Well, indeed, will it be, if, after all our 
fruitleſs efforts, we are brought to feel that 
the proviſions of the Goſpel are the only 


bread for a hungry ſoul, the ayes m for 
a wounded heart. | 


However foreign, my Dear Friend, theſe 
_ truths were from your conſideration when 
we firſt ſat down together, if it ſhall pleaſe 


him, who commanded the light to ſhine out of 


darkneſs”, to ſhine into your heart, and 
effectually diſcover the exceeding riches of his 
| Grace in theſe proviſions : then, though you 
fit weeping over your loſs, we are aſſured 
from unqueſtionable authority, that Angels 
are rejoicing® for your unſpeakable gain.— 
We are certain. alfo, that not only every 


k Ila. . 4 Job meviii. 14 „ Cos. iv. 6. 
| n Luke xv. 10. 


real 
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real friend will ery * this day is ſalvation come 
« to*the houſeo where we lately wept ;* but 
| 


that, drying your, tears, you yourſelf will 
be compelled to expreſs your grateful ſenſe 
of the correction. you now ;deplore, and 
. ſing, with a companion and tcllow-profi- 
| cient in the ſchool of afflition®, 


Father I bleſs thy gentle hand ; 

| How kind was thy chaſtiſing rod 

| That forc'd my conſcience to a ſtand, 
And brought my wand'ring ſoul to God! 


Fooliſh and vain, I went aſtray 

| Ere I had felt thy ſcourges, Lord; 
| Il left my guide, —I loſt my way; 

| But now I love and keep thy word. 


| two reſpecting theſe 


; Our COMPANIONS in the houſe of 
| mourning.—Society is peculiarly. pleaſant 


| ; when we are benighted on a journey: and 
} eſpecially that of a citizen of the place to 


he „Lie tis. 9g. ». cxix; 67.71. 
N which 
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which we are going.—It is encouraging to | 
travel with thoſe, who are convinced, that 
if they are chaſtened of the Lord, it is, that they 
ſhould not be condemned with the world*.—Ble- 
fed are the poor in ſpirit ; for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven* : and here they are educating 
for it, Here they fit at the foot of the 
Croſs, and receive leſſons of faith and 
patience, of humility and temperance. 


_ Bleſſed alſo are the pure in heart: for they 
here ſee God; who never ſo unveils himſelf 
as in ſeaſons of diſtreſs. In ſight of his 
character and word, they bow before his 
providence, yea truſt him in the ſtroke; for 
hope is made to ariſe here, as a light in 
darkneſs. Here the ſpiritual Huſbandman 
is taught to go forth weeping, and bearing the 
precious ſeed of faith and love, penitence and 
prayer; aſſured that he ſhall come again with 
Jay, bringing his ſheaves with him*, Here 
alſo the heavenly Scholar acquires the tongue 
of the learned, {at he ſhould know how to ſpeak a 


1 1 Cor, xi, 3a. r Matt. v. 3. s Matt. v. 8. 
t Pf. cxxvi. 6. 
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word in ſeaſon to him that is weary", And here 

the true Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt is found 
fighting the good fight of faith, and laying hold of 

eternal life" in the very valley and ſhadow of 

death. He is here inſtructed to caft dawn 

zmaginations*, thoſe reaſonings which pecu- 

liarly infeſt and darken the houſe of mourn- 


WW ing; and taking the ſhield of faith, and the 
. ſword of the ſpirit, he ꝛvreſtles not only with fleſh 
1 and blood, but with principalities and powers .— 
* a mighty though ſecret conflict which God 
4 ſhall one day declare to the world; and 


which, when explained, will leave its moſt” 
celebrated heroes ſilent in darkneſs”. 


© Go thy way forth by the footſteps of the fete, 
for in this houſe they all have left the prints 
of their feet. Here ſtood Jacob weeping 


0 | over his beloved Rachel“; and here Aaron 
| deplored his ſons?. Here we trace the ſteps 
4 of David going up to his chamber and erying 
il v Iſa. I. 4. 1 Tim. vi. 12. 2 Cor. x. 5. 
1 * Eph. vi. 12,—16, 17. Y 1 Sam. ii. 9. * Canticles i. 8. 
Th Ft Gen. XXXV. 20. b Lev. x. 3. ; 
I; 5 with 
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with a loud voice * would God I had died for 
© thee, O Abſalom my ſon ! my ſon® ! and thoſe 
of Ezekiel, who, forbidden to cry, filently, 
| reſigned the deſire of his eyes to the ſtroke®. 
But enumeration is vain: hither came all 
the ſons of God, the only begotten not ex- 
cepted, for JEsUs himſelf ſtood and wept at 
the grave of a friendꝰ. 


With ſuch company, is it not far better t 
go to the houſe of mourning than to the houſe of 
feaſting* I knew one of theſe, u man who 
had ſeen affiiftion by à rods like yours ;—a 
man who walked and wept in ſolitude, but 
with no expectation of being overheard. — 
There is ſomething ſacred in grief, and we 
cannot liſten to its effuſions with too much 
candour : great candour, indeed, is here | 
required, but, if afforded, it may procure 
you at leaſt, a Companion, as you ue 
through this vale of tears, 


© 2 Sam, xviii. 33. 4 Ezek. xxiv. 16. John zi. 35, 
. FEecl. vii. 9. s Lam. iii. 
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El defire here to ſet them up, and to re- 
cord the ſevereſt of my viſitations in the 
© houſe of my pilgrimage —Lord, een 


me for the next !” 


] perceive I could not have properly 
ſympathiſed with a friend in a ſimilar caſe 
before this ſtroke.—1 could not have 

| . .. 


1 PE at times, ſo felt the import- 

ance of eternal things, that I thought the 

loſs of any preſent comfort would be tole- 

rable :—but I had no idea how much 

\ depended on being ready, when the Son of 
man came in ſuch a providence.” 


py 


© I feel I now ſtand in the right poſition 
© to ſee the world and the word ;—they both 
appear under aſpects entirely new. 


Jer. xxxi. 21, 


When 


„ 
1 When I find ** my joys packed up and 
gone; my heart flain; the delight of 
© my eyes taken away; hen I recollect 
© who is gone before her, who is following, 
© and what remains for the world to offer ; 
my heart cries, * 1 lathe it, I would not live 
© akvay';'—* I thank God that I am alſo 
to go.“ | [ITE 


© I perceive I did not know how much 
my life was bound up in the life of a crea- 
ture: When ſbe went, nothing ſeemed 
left: one is not, and the reſt ſeem a few 
thin and ſcattered remains. 


K * * 


And yet how much better for my lamb 

to be ſuddenly houſed, —to flip unexpect- 
edly into the fold to which I was conduct- 
ing her, than remain expoſed here ?— 
perhaps become a victim? 


* s * 


© I cried, © O Lord, ſpare my child! 
© he did—but not as I meant ;—he ſnatched 
* it from danger, and took it to his own 
home.“ 
; Job vii. 16. 
E 3, I have 
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I have often prayed, Lord, ſoften my 
© heart! humble my pride! deſtroy my 
© levity !—I knew. enough. of his way to 
fear the means; and he has, in mercy 
towards me, regarded my Jon! more than 
my feelings. $0 


$I prayed fade for her life :—duty 


2 compelled me to ſay © 4 will be * 
but I meant . 5 7 5 


O my God, hom long haſt thou come 
« ſecking fruit on this tree: how much haſt 
© thou done to cultivate it !—ſhall it ſtill 


remain fruitleſs ?—ſhall it be cut down 
after all?“ | 


My paſſions. forged impreſſions that ſhe 
* would live; but I now plainly perceive I 
am called to regard God, and not impreſ- 
ſions. | 


© I have been long like one in a fever, 


Luke xiii, 4 | N 
attended 


L 35 J 
attended at times with a ſtrong delirium : 
Al begged hard that I might not be bled, 
£ but he __— a . and p 0 | 
, heart. I net zin: 490 4 


CO Wan ne how brittle, the thread 
on which hang all my earthly joys!” 


La) 


I I eyerwiſh to be aſking, am I ready, 
ſhould: he ſend again and take * * *, or 
** *, or myſelf? Setting my houſe in order 

will not make death approach ſooner; 
but, that it will render his ming much 
n. J feel . ſad experience. | | 

Ih ao 

»When 1 paſs wakes the As of diflipation 

and intemperance, I feel a moment's 

relief. I ſay to my heart, be ſtill ; at 
© leaſt ſhe is not left to follow theſe ignes 

e fatui ;—how much better is even the 

grave for my d than * end 0. * 
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© It is vain for me to wiſh, as I have 
done, to leave the world and go to my 
father that I might inquire into the whole 
of the caſe ;—the reaſons, the ſteps, the 
iſſue, &c,—In a ſhort time I ſhall, — but 


he ſays enough nom, if I have ears to 
JJC 


In the mean time, help me, O my 
God and Father, to recolleQ that 1 


received this drop of earthly comfort from 
a ſpring which till remains help me to 


feel that nothing eſſential is altered! for 
with thee is the fountain of life® :;—part of 
myſelf is already gone to thee, help what 


remains to follow.“ * *#* „ „„ „„ „ # # * 


ELLE EEE EEE EEE EEE, 
EEE EEE e A 


If this humble attempt to improve your 


affliction has been attended with any ſue- 
ceſs, you will readily admit a few conclud- 
ing hints with reſpect to 


Pf. xxxvi. g. 


Our 


* 1 
_ Our DUTY in ſuch cireumſtances. 
And one of the firſt; and principal duties'of 
the ſtate, is, as hath been expreſſed, to Ac- 
KNOWLEDGE GoD in it,—It was charged 
upon ſome, that they returned not ts him that 
[mote them, nor fought the Lord“ in their diſ- 
treſs. On the contrary, the clear appre- 
henſion Job had of a divine hand in his 
afflictions, is as inſtructive as his patience. 
under them. While Grief rent his mantle, 
Faith fell dawn and worſhipped, — The Lord 
© gave, the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the 
© name of the Lord?,' Let us learn from him 
never to loſe ſight of the Author, by an 
undue regard to the mere c:rcumflances of 
our loſs, —We may think and ſpeak of the 
ſymptoms And ſtages of the late removal; 
of the phyſicians, of the remedies, &e. in 
their ſuppoſed right or wrong application; 
but not ſo as to forget that an unerring Pro- 
vidence preſided over the whole, yea actu- 
ally conducted every part on reaſons as righ- 
teous as inſerutable. Whatever may ap- 


© Ia, ix, 19. p Job. i. 21. 
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pear to vs peculiar in the fick chamber, the 
whole was but God's intended method of 
removing one, who had lived his full (i, e. 


his appointed time. Seeing his days are deter- 


mined, the number of his months are with thee : 
thou haſt appointed him his bounds which he can- 
not paſs%, Inſtead of fixing our attention 
upon means and creatures, of which we 
know ſo very little, let us turn to him who 
wrought by theſe inſtruments, and merely 


effected his own determinations by them. 


Ceaſe from man, for wherein is he to be accounted 
of * :—let not the creature hide the Creator, 
nor preſent things remain the fatal ſereen of 
the future, but, in every occurrence, . mark 
the great cauſe, of whom, and through whom, 
and to whom, are all things: who number- 
eth the very hairs of our head, and without 


whom even a ſparrav falls not to the ground. 


While others, therefore, are wandering 
without an object, and bereaved without a 
comforter, yea, are going to their worſt 
2 Job xiv. 3, 6. r Iſa. ii. 22. Rom. xi. 36. 


Matt. x. 29, 30. 
enemy 
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C0 3 
enemy for relief, let us endeavour to ſay 
with Peter, Lord, 10 whom ſhall we go but 
© to THEE ?*'—Conſfider your Phyſician as 
now propoſing a moſt ſerious queſtion to 
your conſcience, * wilt thou be made whole” ? 
may the language of your heart be that of 
the apoſtle's, „if by any means“: then, 
though ſeemingly ſwallowed up of this grief, 
like Jonah, you ſhall find a reſource in it, 
and finally be preſerved by it*.—This dart, 
like that which onee pierced an impoſthume 
in battle, ſhall bring health with its 
wound :—and you ſhall be enabled, with 


many that are gone before you, to ſay © the 
Tord hath chaſtened me ſore: but he hath not 


gęiven me over unto death), 


Duty alſo directs you to MODERATE 
YOUR GRIEF.— Our heavenly Father, who 
knows our frame, and remembers that we are but 
duſt*, allows us to mourn when he afflicts 
us; he often, in his providence, calls us to 


it, and charges us to weep woo them that 


v John vi. 68. John v. 6. „Phil. iii. 11. 
* Jonah ii. 7,.— 10. » Pf, cxviii. 18. Pf. ciii. 14. 


weep : 
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„ 
weep* :—but he admoniſnes us alſo of a dan- 
ger on each hand. My ſon, deſpiſe not thou 
© the chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
© art rebuked of him v.— If we ſeriouſly profeſs 
Chriſtianity, our very, profeſſion implies, 


{not only a ſubjection to our Lord's will, 


but,) that we have ſpecial reſources in our 
affliction ; ſeveral of which have been 
already named. That, among other of 


our privileges, there is a peace from God which 


paſſeth all underſtanding, to keep our hearts and 
minds through Life and Death: and that 
we have many reaſons for not ſorromuing as 
others who have no hope*.—Beſides which, 
Chriſtians have a poſt of honour to main- 
tain :—an high calling to demonſtrate and 
commend :—we ſhall (like the pilot in a 
ſtorm) be brought to our principles; and, 
as forrawful yet akways rejoicing*, ſhould prove 
that we have them not now to learn, 


On the contrary, there is ſuch a thing as 
nurſing and cheriſhing our grief. ;—employ- 
i * quiy-meddling memory to arte 
a. ß. Heb. ii. 8 e Phil. iv. 7. 
41 Theſſ. iv. 13. © Phil. iii. 24. f s Cor. vi. 10. 

5 up 
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up paſt endearments,” and perſonate a 


vaſt variety of tender and heart-rending cir- 
cumſtances.—There is a tearing open the 
wound afreſh by images and remembrances, 
and thereby multiplying thoſe pangs which 
conſtitute the very bitterneſs of death itſelf. 
Our melancholy exceedingly affects .this 
voluntary torture ; it ſeeks expedients, and 
will liſten to the moſt unjuſt and aggravated 
accuſations which can approach a tender 
conſcience reſpecting the deceaſed. But 
conſcience ſhould rather be concerned to 
repreſs ſuch a diſpofition.—It is a ſtate of 
temptation. It deſperately ſtrives to retain 
what God has determined to remove :—in 
ſome caſes, it ſeeks to penetrate an abyſs he 
forbids even conjecture to explore: and, 
while it unfits the mourner for the preſſing 
duties of his ſtation, it leads to that ſorrow 
of the world which worketh deaths to his body, 


| ſoul, and chriſtian character. How differ- 


ent and ſuperior the ſentiments of Davis ! 
— ſervants 1 unto him, What thing is 


s 2 Cor. vii. 10, 
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« this that thou haſt dane ? thou, didft faſt and 
© weep for the child while it was alive, but, 
* when the child was dead, thou didſt riſe and 
* eat bread.” And be faid, © While the child 
© was yet alive, I faſted and wept : for I ſaid, 
* whocan tell whether Gad will be gracious to me, 
© that the cbi live ; but naw he 1s dead, 
© wherefore ſhould I faſt can I bring him back 
© again?—l SHALL GO TO HIM, BUT HE 
© SHALL NOT RETURN TO ME.“ 


| Preſent circumſtances alfo admoniſh you 
to KNOW YOUR OPPORTUNITY, and to 
improve this ſeaſon as peculiarly favourable 
for ſpiritual advancement.— There is a /:de 
in the concerns of religion; the ſcripture 
calls it the day of viſtation', and ſends us to 
the ſtark and to the ſwallow® for inſtruction 
reſpeQing it.—Your heart is now ſoft, its 
faſcinations withdrawn, and the call loud 
and affecting; endeavour, therefore, to 
take the benefit of a remedy you feel fo ex- 
penſive.—If, in a ſenſe, © ſmitten Friends 
are Angels ſent on errands full of love,” 
b Sem. xii. 21,—23. i Luke xix. 44. * Jer. viii. 7. 

| inſtead 


[6] 


inſtead of weeping over their tombs, let us 
liſten to the voice which properly ariſes 
from them; eſpecially if it be our privilege 
to bury one who, like Abel, being dead yet 
ſpeaketh', and who would be ready to ſay to 


his mourners, © Yeep nat for me, but for 
* yourſelves and for your children®,— 1 have 
* fought the good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 


- 


= : 


& „ a * a „ 


I have kept the faith", and received my 
crown. —I cannot now come to weep 
with you, but you may aſcend and rejoice 
with me, where there is no more death, 
neither ſorrow, nor crying, for the former 
things are paſſed away *.—If you truly love 
me, prepare to follow me.—If you ear- 
neſtly wiſh to ſee me again, ſeek not the 
living among the dead, but ariſe, and 
become a follower of them who through faith 
and patience inherit the pramiſes v. — Take 
that heavenly lamp which bineth as à light 
in a dark place; walk humbly by it ill the 


day dawn, and the day ſtar ariſe in your 


heart*,—Haſte, my beloved, towards the 


| Heb. xi. 4. » Luke xxiii. 28. 2 Tim. iv. 7. 
Rev. xxi. 4. » Heb. vi. 1, 2. 3 2 Pet. i. 19. 


2 things 
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* things which eye hath not ſeen” ; and, ere 
the eternal day break, and the preſent ſha- 
dos flee away, run with patience the race 

« ſet before you, looking unto Feſus*. — How 

© will my cup overflow to meet you among 

* thoſe who daily come hither out of (great 
tribulation: and, having waſhed their robes 
in the blood of the Lamb, ſerve him on and 
night in his temple*.' 
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Embrace every method God hath recom- 
mended for maintaining communion with 
him, and obtaining relief from him.— The 
various ordinances of his Houſe, the encou- 
ragements of his Word, the ſociety of his 
Children, and eſpecially Prayer. — Often 
ſpeak to Him who ſeeth in ſecret”, and is 
nigh unto all that call upon him, though, 
with the Woman of Canaan, you can only 
ſay, Lord, help me*.'—Not only an high 
1 commendation, but a miracle followed her 
"lt requeſt. — She urged it under the greateſt 
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diſcouragements, but you have both a com- 

104 | * 2 Cor. ii. 9g, + Heb. xii. 1, 2. * Rev. vii. 14, 15. 
| Matt. vi. 18. » Pf. cxlv. 18. » Matt. xv. 23. 

: mand 
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mand and a promiſe, © Call upm me in the 
day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou 
« ſhalt glorify ne.. 


And, while you ſearch the Scriptures and 
attend the Church, you will at once be in- 
ſtructed and encouraged by marking in both 
thoſe footſteps which we lately conſidered. 
— They are, indeed, not fo explicit in the 
latter ; but attention to the ſcriptural ac- 
count of the chriſtian character, will 


greatly aſſiſt you in diſtinguſhing real chriſ- 


tians from thoſe who, equally forward and 


corrupt, have at all times aſſumed their 
name, and mixed in their ſociety, to their 
grief and ſcandal?.—-Leaving wei nappy 
exceptions to their proper judge, /follow the 
unerring Rule he has put into yeur hand, 
and thoſe who walk by it; particular] 

ſuch as are your companions in ita, 
You will ſee them paſſing before you with 
not only the ſame wounds in their hearts, 
but almoſt the ſame words in their lips.— 


* Pſ, I. 25. „Phil. iii. 18, 19. | 
F 3 Study 


Study their courſe ;* mark their progreſs ; 
obſerve how .they held his arm, pleaded at 
his throne, repoſed in his boſom, and mag- 
nified his truth, who walked with them in 
a furnace which, like that of the three 
children, burnt nothing but their bonds*. 

But who is ſufficient for theſe things? 


To improve the opportunity you diſcern, 
and to keep pace with thoſe you approve, 
SEEK DIVINE ASSISTANCE; Or, as St. 
Paul has expreſſed it, © be flrong in the grace 
that is in Chriſt Feſus*.” If religion has vaſt 
propoſals to make on the one hand, to be 
truly religious is a mighty aim on the other, 
and can be accompliſhed only through HIM 
that lived usd. Oppoſing omnipotence to 
difficulty, was their ſecret, who ſo gloriouſly 
overcame a world that was not worthy of 
them: read their hiſtory in the 11 chapter 
of the Hebrews, and ſee what a firm reli- 
ance, called faith,—a ſeeing Him who is in- 
vifible, will perform. That invaluable re- 


2 Dan. iii. 25. 2 Tim. ii. 1. b Rom. viii. 37. 
cord 
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cord ſeems to ſay, Our fathers truſted in 
* thee: they truſted, and thou didſt deliver them: 
© they cried unto thee and were delivered : they 
* truſted in thee, and were not confounded®, 


We are, indeed, called to aim and to act, 
and have the greateſt promiſes annexed to 
the endeavour : but are as frequently re- 
minded that we are not ſufficient of ourſelves ta 
think any thing as of ourſekves, but that our 
ſufficiency is of God", Chriſt encourages no 
one to advance on the ground of his own 
firength, any more than on that of his own 
deſert :—he is as jealous of the power of 
his Arm as of the merit of his Blood. He 
admitted infirmity and miſery to be preſent- 
ed as a complaint, but never as an cbjectian. 
II have obſerved it not uncommon for 
this to be a feaſon of peculiar temptation ; 

a ſpiritual enemy ſtands ready to defeat 
every ſpiritual opportunity : but our help is 
near, and our example, in ſuch conflicts, 
excellent. For this thing I beſought the Lord 


© Pf, zii. 4, 5 d 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
thrice: 
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thrice und he ſaid unte me * My GRACE 5 


« ſufficient for thee : for my ſtrength is made 
perfect in weakneſs.” May you be enabled 
to add with the apoſtle, * muft gladly, there- 
* fore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that 
* the power of Chriſt may reſt on me. 


That you may ſeek cheerfully this aſſiſt- 
ance, REGARD YOUR ENCOURAGEMENTS. 
To recover our alienated minds and gain 


our confidence, God meets us in a way 


ſuited to our neceſſities, and to our fears.— 


Reſiſt, as the vileſt temptation, any doubt 


of that Good will to Man which was ſung at 
the Redeemer's birth. What hath God 


not done in order to commend his love 2— | 


By every expreſſion of tender concern he, in 
the perſon of a Men of ſorrotus, invites the 
guilty, the weary, the trembling, and the 
tempted to come unto him; aſſuring them 
that he will neither break the bruiſed reed, nor 
quench the ſmoking flax. — If Gd is loves, 
« Chriſt is God ſtooping to the ſenſes, and 


2 Cor. xii, 8, 9. Matt. xii. 20. 1 1 John iv. 16. 
fr « ſpeaking 


T0: 3. 

« ſpeaking to the heart of man: ever ſay- 
ing, look to my Croſs, take my Yoke, 
and lean upon my Arm, and ye ſhall find 
reſt. He ſought the houſe of mourning 
to comfort the ſifters of Lazarus :—he met 
a widow following her only child, and, 
when the Lord ſaw her, he had compaſſiom on 
her, and ſaid unto her * weep nat". '— May he 
meet you at this time, my Dear Friend, 
with conſolations which none but himſelf 
can afford: and then, at the very grave, 
ſhall that ſaying be brought to paſs, * Death 
© is ſwallxwed up in victory. Let ſuch fear, 
as deſpiſe our heavenly Friend, our Proſpects, 
Proviſions, Companions, and ſenſe of Duty :t— 
God with us, and all things in God, is light 
in darkneſs, life in death. The words 
which revived him, who tiles himſelf your 
brother and companion in tribulation, and in the 
kingdim and patience of Feſus Chriſt", remain 
to cheer a ſolitude darker (if poſſible) than 
his. Fear not; I am the firſt and the laſt; 
am he that livath and was dead; and be- 


> Luke vii. 19. i x Cor. xv. 54 Rev. i. 9. 
: © hold 


Le] 
* hild I am alive for ever more, Amen: and 
* have the keys of hell and of dfb. 


| To conclude ;—the late event ſolemly re- 


peats its author's charge ** BE YE ALSO 


READY. Your friend is gone; your 
following is certain; it may be ſudden it 
may be next.—But ſhould it take place this 
night, and find you provided with nothing 
better for the change than the miſerable 

ſubterfuges of the prophane, or the ſcarcely 
| leſs miſerable ſupports of the formal, what 
an alarm (if you are not, left to the moſt 
affecting deluſion or ſtupidity) will it occa- 
fion ! —What an awful tranſition to paſs 
from the SAVIOUR to the JUDGE | without 
love to him; without even an acquaintance 
with him ; unwilling, unreconciled, unre- 
newed !—And to Him who has ſo often in- 
vited you, warned you, and, at times, af- 
tected your conſcience with the truths we 
have been conſidering What a ſubject 


for eternal reflection You would not come to 


bim, that you might have life” 


1 Rev. i. 17, 18. ® Matt, xxiv. 44. John. v. 40. 


God 
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God forbid, however, that this ſhould be 
yur caſe! I only ſuppoſe it, leſt it ſhould ; 
and it is too common to render the ſuppofi- 
tion improper. From ſuch a danger we 
cannot be too ſecure ; and, therefore, hav- 
ing lately ſeen how ſoon the night cometh when 
no man can work®, let us ſeek . to-day, in the 
redemption which is in Chriſt Jeſus, that 
peace and ſafety which you muſt be conſei- 
ous can never be found out of it, and which 
it may be too late to ſeek to-morrow. 


Some things belonging to our important 
change are wiſely hid from us; nothing, 
however, is more plain than that it is near, 
and therefore demands our moſt ſerious at- 


tention :—that it is finally dec;frve?, and 


therefore warns us to watch againſt thoſe 
errors which eternity cannot rectify :—and, 
that the hour is uncertain, and, therefore, 
calls us to ſtand prepared, —With our ons 
girded, and our lights burning, may we thus 
wait for our Lord ! 


John ix. 4 » Matt. xxv. 46. 
| Impreſſed 
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: Impreſſed with ſuch views, I have often 


wiſhed to take the afflicted by the hand, 


and lead them to a reſource their paſſions 
have obſcured. - I have wiſhed them to ſee 


that the chriſtian hope is then moſt alive 
and full of immortality, when every other 
hope periſhes. Theſe wiſhes, and the re- 


queſt of a friend, (who was ſolicitous to 
obtain ſomething of this kind more com- 


pendious than he had yet ſeen) have drawn + 
from me ſome imperfect hints. —ImperfeR, 
however, as they are, like a few words, 
preſented by the road's fide to the eye of a 
weary traveller, they may afford you ſome 


preſent direction and relief, — And ſhould 


He, who is pleaſed to employ the feebleſt 


means in his greateſt work, conduct you 
: by them (though but a ſingle ſtep on your. 


way) towards a Morning without clouds —a | 


Houſe without mourning, — the ſervice of 


your affectionate Friend will obtain an high 


reward. 


F INI 8. 


